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Vavilov N.I, concerned about floriculture state in the country, which was far from
satisfactory, recommended Konstantin Trofimovich and Vera Nikolayevna to take up
selection of flower-ornamental cultures in addition. To develop this direction Konstantin
Trofimovich chose quite rare at Caucasian Coast at that date camellias and ornamental
rhododendrons.

Results of his selective researches with citrus cultures became 6 frost-resistant sorts of
orange, bred in collaboration with Vera Nikolayevna: “Adzharsky bessemyanny”,
“Gladkokozhy”, “Gruzinsky”, “Korolyok Gruzynsky”, “Korolyok Nel5”, “Korolyok Ne 25”.
These varieties were released in Georgia with author's certificates. New high-yielding hybrid
forms of tung were presented for industrial growing Highly ornamental forms of camellia and
rhododendrons, which still decorate expositions of Batumi Botanical Garden, were picked up
out of rich selective fond.

Results of selective researches carried out in the Caucasus were described by
Konstantin Trofimovich in his three monographs and Ph.D. thesis “Selection of tung tree in
Adzharia”, which was successfully defended in 1954 at All-Union Institute of Plant- growing.

In 1941 on June the 23™ Konstantin Trofimovich went to the front. He was badly
wounded twice on Caucasian passes, near Sukhumi and in the Ukraine near Belaya Tserkov.
He participated in organization of Tehran Conference. After the war he resumed his activity in
Batumi.

In 1949 Konstantin Trofimovich together with his wife were invited and transferred to
the Crimea, Nikitsky Botanical Gardens, where he continued his introduction and selective
researches with citrus and floral cultures.

Later Kostantin Trofimovich started introduction and selective researches with
herbaceous and tree-like peonies, primulas and bulbous cultures as well: snowdrops, crocuses,
narcissi and tulips. Collections of these plants were replenished and recreated. Classical
methods of selection were applied based on cultures mentioned above: individual selection,
clonal selection, hybridization (intraspecific and distant), development and applying of new
methods of experimental mutagenesis, thereby chemical mutagens, x-ray and gamma
irradiation were applied, different ways to overcome combining disability and get polyploid
forms were developed.

As a result of intervarietal and interspecific hybridization, highly ornamental forms of
tree-like peonies were bred: “Solnechny Krym”, “Geroyam Adzhymushkaya”, “Yaltinskaya
Vesna”.

Valuable hybrid fond resulted from hybridization of early blooming Central Asian
varieties of tulips with 20 best sorts of Holland selection. After the death of Konstantin
Trofimovich (March the 22" in 1977) 4 varieties out of this fond were marked and presented
for State sort testing: “Zhemchuzhny”, “Skif”, “Krymsky”, “Yaltinsky”, which were released
all over the Crimea with authorized certificates (in co-authorship).

A senior researcher, candidate of Agricultural Sciences K.T. Klymenko had worked in
Nikitsky Botanical Gardens for more than 20 years.

Course of his life was determined by active stand in life. Patriot of his native country,
inexhaustible toiler, creative personality, whose works and ideas were and still remain actual.

Results of his scientific studies were published in 82 works. Workers of Nikitsky
Botanical Gardens remember him as a generous, sympathetic and extremely hard-working
person. He was a good mentor for young workers, talented scientist-selectionist.

In memory of this great person a new special white and pink tulip variety selected in
Nikitsky Botanical Gardens was named “Konstantin Klymenko”.

L M. Aleksandrova, Z K. Klymenko
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